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A 3,000-year-old misconception
E Most people use these thr:-e-gvv_g[__c_l__sTrTiercﬁangeably. :

But historically, they aren’t synonyms.

David was a Hebrew,
867 | anistaglite; AND aUewr "\
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Three words describing one people
at different stages

| JEW EW

wﬂ 7" The Surviving Remnant

o 7 'f*.‘a-:- (The people who endured exile
i *-—'—L and carried the faith forward)

'@ SRAELITE

* The Covenant Nation
(A structured society with shared laws)
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HEBREW

The Ancestral Origin
(No nation, no kingdom—just a family)
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Hebrew marks the ancestral origin

The First Appearance:

Described first in Genesis as
“Abram the Hebrew.”

' The Status: ;

At this point in history, there are no ,]
tribes, no kingdom, and no nation.
Just a man, his family, and a promise

Dld You;Know” .

Anmenf Hebrew ac’rually |
began as a Canaanite
dlalec’r before evolvmg
into the distinct Old

Testament Ianguage

N\ | The Outsider Label:

In the early Bible, this term is primarily used by

outsiders. Egyptians use it to identify Joseph, and
Moses is called a “Hebrew child” at birth.
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The literal meaning of Hebrew is “to cross over”
| The Root:

The word is connected to a root meaning |
“to cross over” or “one who has come
from the other side.”

The Application: >

This perfectly encapsulates Abraham’s
journey. He left his homeland, crossed
into a new territory, and began a
completely new life in response to God’s
call. It represents crossing over both
physically and spiritually. ['
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t struggle creates the Israelite name |
The Turning Point:

Abraham'’s grandson, Jacob, wrestles with
God through the night. This life-changing
encounter results in his name being
changed to Israel.
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The Descendants:

Jacob's family will forever after be known
as the ‘children of Israel.

| Did You Know?

Jacob had 12 sons, who would become the heads
of the 12 tribes. But they weren't all from the same |
mother—they were born to 4 different women.
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The wandering family becomes a covenant nation
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The Definition: i

|
An Israelite is a direct descendant of Jacob
(Israel).

| The shift: |

They are no longer just an ancestral family tied
to Abraham. They are now a structured group
with a shared history, purpose, and law.

h The Era:
This is the identity of the Exodus under Moses,

the wilderness wanderings, the conquest of
Canaan, and the united kingdom under King
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AV g S 7 David and King Solomon.
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A cf_ured kingdom sets the stage fgr;ile |

After King Solomon’s reign, the unified nation tears into two separate kingdoms.
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The.Nor‘theru Kingdow. P
. Comprises 10 tribes. JUVAR
(Eventually conquered by Phia Souliurs Kingdom.

the Assyrian Empire and

scattered into history). ¢ Comprises the tribes of

Judah and Benjomin,
— plus the Levites serving
7/  inthe temple.
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The Fall: -

The Southern Kingdom of Judah
is eventually conquered by
Babylon in the 6th century BC.
Jerusalem is destroyed, the
temple is burned, and the people
are taken into exile.

The word Jew is born from survival and ashes
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_ he Origiﬂi_
The term "Jew" comes
originally referring
referring specifically to
someone ‘frOm Thﬂ‘r
surviving region or tribe.
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The Identity:

Because the people of Judah
were the ones who survived
survived to preserve the
faith, their name became
synonymous with endurance.
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Judaﬂh

(A specific southern
territory & tribe)

The Expansion:

By the later Old Testament
and New Testament, the term
broadens. It describes anyone
carrying the faith forward.

Judeans

(The people residing
in that territory)

This is why Mordecai (from the
tribe of Benjamin) is called a
Jew, and why Jesus is referred
to as the “King of the Jews."”

\\J

Jews

(All remaining
descendants of Israel)

Proof Points: f D;d You KMJ?{%

This later identity is where the <
word Judaism comes from. |
Furthermore, after the 6th century
BC exile, the term expanded to
< include formal converts.
A\ FA N
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" The continuous flow of biblical history.

| -----> Israelites ---->

Hebrews = 7 f
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(The early stage of ancestry (The formation of a covenant (The later identity shaped by j

through Abraham) people through Jacob) Babylonian exile and continuation)

N .
©2026 @TheFaithfulSketches




Solvmg the ancient |dent|ty puzzle
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j % /’%’ HEbrew

j Abraham % _ /
‘ & Isaac | '
. Moses & | /
l Joshua | _

These terms aren’t random. They mark a person’s
exact placement in the movement of history.
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All blbllcal Jews are Israelltes, but not all Israelltes are Jews.

HEBREW
RAELIT

'l nation, to a resilient remnant.
k

'\

The Takeaway_f

The next time you come across
these words, pay attention to
the context. You are no longer
just reading interchangeable
names—you are tracking a
people’s evolution from a
wandering family, to a mighty
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