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Jehovah's Witnesses Explained
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[?:I But what doeg life look like ingide
their world?
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Jo understand the Jehovah's Witness experience,
we must look beyond the neighborhood ministry
and examine their origing, rigid theology, and
ctrict cocial ctructure.
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A Prophecy Born in Penngylvania

|
1870s: Pittsburgh. 1874: The movement 1914: WW! begins. 1916 - 1931: Joseph

Charles T. Russell declares Jesus has Followers view this Rutherford takes over,
starts a Bible study, returned invisibly. global chaos as divine  centralizing power. In
rejecting traditional proof that Christ’s 1931, the group is

Hellfire and the Trinity. invisible kingdom officially named

has commenced. Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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A Comp/eteé/ D:fferent ﬂueo/ogfca/ meework
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| “ - Mainstream S
N Chrictian ity ]ehomh ¢ Witnesses
“ The Trinity (Father, Jehovah alone. The Trinity is
il Go I Son, Holy Spirit). considered a false, pagan idea.
||
ul Michael the Archangel. God's first
M Jesus God incarnate. creation, later resurrected as a
powerful spirit being, not human.
Hol God’s Active Force.
s A Person [ God. | Compared to electricity or
{ Spirit wind—an impersonal energy. [
i
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Keye to Interpretation? |

Jehovah God 1

R

The Governing Body: A small group in Warwick,
NY. Viewed as the “Faithful & Discreet Slave”.
Questioning them equals rebelling against God.

New World Translation (NWT): Their custom Bible. |
Scholars note verses (like John 1:1) are altered to
fit Watchtower doctrine.

The Followers: Personal interpretation of scripture |
outside of Governing Body commentary is strictly |

firbidjen. ‘ %
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A Two-Tiered Hope for the Future
~ g G i @*“L 2

| _i,? ' ﬁ =
ff The 144,000 (The Anointed):
The Exactly 144,000 faithful Christianse |
Heavens' | rule alongcide Christ in heaven. This
L 7 group is congidered almost full today.
s 1 |
I -—The Great Crowd: The vact majority
Paradise of Witnesses. Their hope is to live
. Earth forever on a restored paradise
o earth, free of cicknecse and death.
: L
Rt
\
3 R ) | The Grave: Hell ic en tively rejected. |
[he é—i Death i¢ total unconsciousness. I
6”' ave The wicked s':‘m,b/y ceace to exist. 1"_|_
| |

|
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The Aftermath: %'

Chrict will then reign for 1,000 |
years, restoring the earth to
its original paradise state.

The Urgency of the End Times
o T i
| The Catalyst:
| In 1914, Satan and his
| | demong were cast down to

earth, cparking today'c era of
| || ware, chaos, and dicacters.
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' 4,?/’ The Climax:

The world i¢ living in its final

days. Armageddon i¢ imminent.
| God will coon destroy all wicked

governments, religions, and

| unbelievers.

e - r m— r—— | ommcam [S—— i—" L it | — i

(©2026 @TheFa/‘thf’ulSkergches



often weekly.
- Hours spent preaching are meticulously tracked and
reported to leadership.

I
- Members are trained in specific study techniques and |
|
|

structured follow-ups for interested homes.

- Participation is viewed as a core sign of loyalty to
Jehovah. :
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What it icn't: What it iec:

Members gather several times a week for discussion-style
meetings. Everything follows a strict Watchtower
Society outline. \

No pastors, no choirs, and no
spontaneous worship.
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The Q&A sessions use provided questions and pre-determined “model answers.” The } &
goal is absolute unity in belief and conduct—essentially spiritual training sessions. |

I ©2026 @TheFa/‘thfulSketche:s

- w wa

|
|
|
|




.
a

No Part of the World - The Wall of Separation -. L

Politics: Strict neutrality. Holidays: No Christmas,
No voting, military service, ‘ Easter, or Birthdays (rejected
or saluting flags é:‘ewed as for pagan origins or

| part of Satan’s system). | glorifying humans).

| Education: Higher education Media & Association: Avoid
is heavily discouraged for worldly entertainment and non- | -~ JE=2
leading to worldly thinking. Witness friends to guard the mind. |~ S
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The Blood Doctrine: A Life or Death Rule
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The Rule: Absolute refusal of whole blood
transfusions, even in severe medical
emergencies. This applies equally to children.

|
|
|

The Scriptural Basis: A strict interpretation of
Acts 15:28-29, which commands believers to
“abstain from blood.” Accepting transfused blood
. _is a grave sin.

The Exceptions: While whole blood is banned, the
| organization does allow certain “blood fractions”
_’\_‘and non-blood alternative medical procedures. . |
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Strict traditional gender roles. Divorce Is | ' Members are urged to take short-term

~ permitted only for adultery. Premarital ' trades o 4 :
“ sex guarantees expulsion. Marrying a i for Thermﬁﬁgf:;{nsfﬁi?gig: maximize hours

‘ non-witness is heavily _dlscnuruged or | tithing, regular “volunt ere is no formal

N outright forbidden. .. , expected t g are
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Disféllowshipping: The Threat of Spiritual Exile

. The Trigger: Committing a serious sin or N
] questioning Watchtower doctrine results in (
j expulsion.

The Punishment: Total shunning. No talking, j-.
no texts, no family meals. Close relatives
must completely cut contact unless living in

. the exact same house.

| } The Contrast: The Watchtower frames this
4. [ as ' loving discipline” to save the sinner.

Former members describe it as severe
psychological control and total social isolation.
B——— W—f“'\/
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The Architecture of High Control
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Imminent Fear (Armageddon):
The belief that the apocalypse

A
|

is happening now demands
mmediate, unquestioning action.

e

Social Hostage (Shunning):

The theology justifies
the leadership,
which enforces the

1 rules that keep

members trapped.

The threat of losing all family
and friends prevents members
from challenging the leadership
or leaving.

RS

Total Reliance (Governing Body):
Because the end is near,
members rely entirely on
. Warwick for "safe" information
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? Beyond the Smile at the Door

What appears to be a simple, polite door-to-door ministry is, in reality, a
deeply complex, highly structured, and strictly controlled way of life. For
Jehovah's Witnesses, faith is not just a Sunday practice—it is an all-encomp-
world.

End of Field Notes.
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