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" Judaism & Zionis
7+ » Explained <=

‘Theology, History, and Identity
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The Core Paradox

The Shift
1897 - Jews meet in:
Switzerland to
declare the need for
a country in Palestine.
The world laughs. J

The Prayer
- "Next year in Jerusalem”
Prayed for nearly2 =~
millennia. A purely
rellgleus drearn

The Reallt

1948 - The State ef -
Israel is declared. -| -

Te understand the pewerful and centreversnal state we

must flrst understand the rellglon that kept the prayer alnre.
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The Foundations of Judaism

oz

Belief: Radical Monotheism
‘God is a perfect unity, not divided
into persons. The Shema (Deut 6:4):
“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God,
the Lord isone.” "

Re;ects dmded
dwlnlty

“Practice: Study, - q X
Prayer & Mitzvot /72~ "\
613 commandments (e.g., (/<84

" keeping kosher). Praying

3x a day facing Jerusalem, W\ 7

Texts: Torah & Talmud | <
The first five books of the |
Bible + massive collections
of rabbinic debate. -
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Genesns 15:18 . R
“To your descendantslhave gwen th|s Iand gl
d, a central divine promise. .
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,,,,,,,,, For millennia, Zionism was not political. It was a religious hope
+++++++++ embedded in daily Jewish life, Passover seders, and Yom Kippur.
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ffffffff WA &\ - 2. The Dreyfus Affair (1894) - - - - - - | :
o e a2\ Theodor Herzl (secular journalist) seesa™ = , ganda_ In 1903 B
_______________ ~ Jewish French officer falsely convicted amid ~ t was fier cely BT

N _ ~ chants of “Death to the Jews” in France. . = = rejected It had
RO\ s R
“.® -\ 3.The Epiphany (1896) . . = .~ ISrae| Oor | -

- - Assimilation failed. Religious freedom-
" 'isn't enough; Jews need political = =~ -
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1 sovereignty (Der Judenstaat). -
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4. First Zionist Congress (1897) . . . . . . . . . .|

\ -Basel, Switzerland. Goal: A legally secured - - - - - - - - - . . . ..
AchenielvRalestine(Eretz Yisrael). - - .=« » = ¢ = o s w s
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... .. Political Zionism = . . = = '
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In 1948, Israel is declared. How do rabbis interpret a secular state
through a theological lens? The answer fractured Judaism.
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- View of State: A divine glft althes
ﬁrstﬂowenng of our redemption.” |

.............................

+/ Action: Settlingthelandisa =~ § ix Actlan Pleus Jews must remain in
~sacred commandment (mitzvah). l exile, study Torah, and wait for God =
o Key Catalyst 1967 War (gammg - _)( _ Key Catalyst The "Three Oaths'_'i i R
- access to the Western Wall | -CesstindiiheTaimut === e - - -
...... Superchargedmovements||ke
ﬁlﬁilqushEmunlm) D e $T 0000000 ... ==
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Conclusion: Creating a state by
military force violates these oaths.
True redemption can only come from
God, not human political action.
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The Secular and Cnt!cal Lenses

Secular Zionism
(The Socialist Pioneers)

/4 !The Crlhcal &
/ Progressive Reality

- — s = e,

J The Builders: Did not keep kosher

or pray, but deeply connected to
history (e.g., naming Tel Aviv).

« The Bible: Viewed not as divine law,
but as a National Charter or deed to
the land.

v Identity: Chaim Weizmann (1919): An
indigenous people returning home.

| ¢ The Goal: A Jewish s‘ra’re must be a JUS'l'

J The Collision: The land was not emp’ry

| Arabs were displaced (The Nakba of 1948).
\\ Historian Nur Masalha views blbllcal
Kclalms here as "“invented traditions.”

The Prophets: Rabbi Lawrence Englander
notes Jeremiah 11:5 makes the land a
conditional gift. NG

state—a "light unto the nations” (Isaiah). ®
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. One Book, Four Different Readings

l Religious Zionist
i The Bible as Divine
. Prophecy unfolding today.

The Bible as a Historical = |
Deed and cultural heritage.

i
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nti-Zionist

=

| — Progressive Jew
~ The Bible as a Strict Rulebook The Bible as a Moral
requiring patient exile. Contract demanding justice.
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Zionism is a
modern polmcal
movement born /

of persecution.. /
Their intersection
created a lasting #
rupture.

- Judaism is a
3 000-year-old
~religion.
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U synagoguey, un Knesset chambers, and around family dinner tables—the very essence
of a people’y struggle to define themselves in the modern world.
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