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The Ethiopian Bible Explained

Unveiling the world’s oldest, largest, and most mysterious biblical canon.
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An 81-book anomaly
lost to the West.

What if there was a Bible with 15 more
books than the Protestant canon? A Bible
featuring fallen angels, intricate ancient
calendars, and texts quoted directly by the
apostles—but completely cut off from the
Western world for a millennium?
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A Christian nation before the Roman Empire.
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" In 451 AD, church leaders from across fhe Ruman Emprre gathered m‘ fhe Council of Chalcedon to settle a massive \U\;

debate regarding the nature of Jesus Christ. The council declared that Jesus possessed two distinct natures—fully human
and fully divine. Rome and Byzantium adopted this as official dncfrme but the Ethiopian church fiercely disagreed. -/
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T'wo separate natures versus one perfectly united nature.
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The Ethiopian church held to a doctrine called Tewahedo, which means “united as one” in Ge'ez. |- |
They believed Christ’s divinity and humanity were perfectly united to form one single nature. The

Council of Chalcedon condemned this view as heresy, officially severing the Ethiopian church from Rome. ]j

Rome's View: Distinct & Separate ~' Tewahedo: United as One

Miaphysitism




A Christian island in a sea of Islam.
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Following the theological split at Chalcedon, geopolitical shifts physically isolated Ethiopia. The rapid expansion of Islamic
conquests in the 7th century surrounded the region. For over 1,000 years, the Ethiopian church had almost zero contact with
Western Christendom.
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Isolation acts as a historical time capsule.

While Western church councils spent centuries debating which books to keep and which to remove
from their canons, isolated Ethiopia bypassed the debate. Shielded from European politics, they
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The largest biblical canon in all of Christendom.

The Ethiopian canon contains books entirely vanished from the West. Some incredibly
rare texts in the “broader canon” are difficult to find even within Ethiopia today.
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The Book of Enoch and the fallen Watchers.

The most famous text  |[FESSESANNSE S 4
preserved in the R\ O\ Y
Ethiopian Bible claims
to be written by Enoch,
the Genesis patriarch
who ‘walked with God.’
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The apostolic endorsement of Enoch.

F PPy €

—
P

The Book of Jude directly quotes Enoch as a prophet. Western leaders in the 4th century decided
it didn’t meet their criteria for canonicity and removed it, but Ethiopia never stopped reading it.
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Calendars of creation and unique righteous heroes

} The Book of Jubilees: A highly detailed retelling
of Genesis and Exodus organized around a
49-year sacred calendar. Wildly popular among
the ancient Essenes (Dead Sea Scrolls).
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The Books of Meqabyan: Entirely distinct from ‘;
the Western Catholic books of Maccabees, these
texts chronicle unique stories of righteous

heroes resisting idolatrous kings.
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Additional ancient texts preserved in the highlands

Beyond Enoch and Jubilees, the 81-book canon captures a vastly broader
tradition of ancient Jewish mysticism, extra psalms, and apostolic church orders.
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David’s personal account
of killing Goliath.
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Also known as the
Paralipomena of Jeremiah. ’7
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Books of church order
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Unique epistles regarding
revelation. J
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- The resting place of the Ark of the Covenant
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Ethiopian tradition, recorded in the Kebra Nagast, states that Menelik—the son of King Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba—secretly brought the Ark of the Covenant from Jerusalem to Aksum. Today; it is claimed to
reside in a small chapel, guarded for life by a single, solitary monk. No one else is allowed to see it.
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An independent tradition, not a ‘forbidden” conspiracy.

The Ethiopian Bible was never “banned” or hidden by the Vatican. The reality is geographical
and linguistic. When Jerome translated the Bible into Latin in the 4th century, he simply had no

access to the completely different, ancient Ge’ez manuscripts of Ethiopia. It isn’t the
“original” Bible—it is an independent, parallel tradition.
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A living window into ancient Christianity ..

The Ethiopian Bible is not a secret codex locked in a vault. It is the living Scripture of the Ethiopian Orthodox
| Tewahedo Church, read, chanted, and studied continuously for over 1,600 years by more than 35 million members today.
| It proves that early Christianity was vastly broader, older, and more diverse than the Western narrative remembers.
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