The Great Debate; |

i Dud the Church Replace Israel?

A visual guide to Supersessionism, its
historical roots, and a 2,000-year-old
theological divide.
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The Stakes: Why a 2,000-Year-0ld Debate Matters Todoy

Geopolitics: Secretly 7
shapes modern geopolitics
and the approach to the
Middle East conflict.

- Jewish-Christian Relations: = -
- Defines the historical and

~ current relationship
. between Christianity and

Biblical Interpretation:

~ Dictates how billions of

-~ people read and interpret
the promises in the Bible. -
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Defining the
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Term: Supersessionism

T

The Core Belief:

The Christian church has superseded or
replaced the Jewish people (Israel) as the
primary vehicle of God’s covenantal
purposes. The New Covenant made the
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The Three Flavors of Supersessionism
Punitive Economic Structural

Harsh == Subtle
Concept: God actively rejected and Concept: A planned expiration date. Concept: Skipping the Old
punished the Jewish people for Israel’s role was always intended to Testament. The narrative jumps from
disobeying and rejecting Jesus. be temporary. Adam/Eve straight to Jesus.
Result: Israel forfeited its Result: Once Jesus arrived, ethnic Result: God’s specific history with
promises forever. Israel’s specific role naturally Israel becomes a mere footnote, not
expired and the church took over. decisive for Christian theology.
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The Historical Drift:

i o

1st Century:
The Jewish Roots [
Jesus, the Apostles,
and the first Jerusalem |
church were entirely ||
Jewish. -

_ The Theolagiah's Sketchbook

135 AD:

{"The Bar Kokhba Revolt. _

After the failed Jewish

-| revolt, the Roman Empire
heavily persecutes Jews.

Gentile Christians
distance themselves to

From Jerusalem to the Dark Ages |

| Christian church the "true

_a ——
150 AD: %
Justin Martyr.
Writes "Dialogue with
Trypho the Jew".
Becomes the first
prominent leader to
explicitly call the

spiritual Israel”,
[

325 AD:
Council of Nicaea.
The Church formally
disconnects from its

Jewish roots (e.g.,
separating the ca nu?atinﬂ
of Easter from Passover),

E. —

4th Century:

John Chrysostom.

Preaches fierce homilies
against the Jews,
embedding the horrific
charge of deicide (the

murder of God) into
Christian thought.

Semitic tracts, yrgi
- » Urging the
burning of Sil'nagugges
after Jews do not convert.

Martin Luther.
Thelﬁefurmatiun father
Writes viciously antj-
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“The Theological Earthquake (20th Cenfury)”
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> The Shockwave: 1943,
> The Rebirth of Israel.

The modern state of Israel is
miraculously reborn. The
theological idea that God was
“forever done"” with national
Israel suddenly contradicts
historical reality.

The Reversals

1947 (10 Points of 1965 (Nostra Aetate):

Seelisberg): Catholic Church officially
Christian & Jewish rejects the deicide
leaders call for an charge and affirms

end to feaching that God's covenant with the

Jews are cursed. Jewish people is eternal.
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THE BieLicAL CASE For REPLACEMENT

Parable of the Vineyard
(Matt 21:33-43) ,_@
Jesus says the kingdom will be a
“taken away from you and given Obsolescence
(Heb 8:13)

to a people producing its fruits.”

The old covenant is
“obsolete and growing old."

Seen as explicit replacement.

The Mosaic covenant is
declared dead.

Redefining the Jew
(Rom 2:28-29)

“He is a Jew who is one inwardly."’

Argues Jewishness is now a spiritual status
for all Christians, not physical lineage.

The Israel of God (Gal 6:16) u
Paul blesses “the Israel of God."

(Gal 3:28-29)

“There is no longer Jew or
Greek... you are all one.”

God doesn't have two peoples; He
has one unified people in Christ.

“ = -. “ Erasing the Divide

Viewed as a new title specifically
for the universal Christian church.
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THE BisuicaL Case AGAINST RePLACEMENT (THe ResuTTALS)

| Vineyard Context: Contextmatters!
ally to the ——@
corrupt chief pri is day, not cursing the '
entire ethni nity. Irrevocable Promises:

Romans 11:29 explicitly states:
“The gifts and the calling of

Israel = Israel:

#“

The word “Israel” appears 70+
the NT.

It always refers to ethnic Jews or the physical
land, never explicitly the Gentile church.

God are irrevocable.”
God doesn't break His promises.

times in

Grammar Matters: Z

In Greek, there Is the tiny word

“kai" ("and also"). The blessing is
to Gentile believers and also upon
the Israel of God (Jewish believers).

Sun & Moon Guarantee: h,

Jeremiah 31 states the sun and
stars would have to stop shining
before Israel ceases to be a nation
before God.
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The Ultlmate Metagho : The Olive Tree (Romans 11)
S

The Natural Branches: Ethnic Israel

(The Jewish people). Paul notes some
branches were broken off due to unbelief.

The Wild Branches: Gentile
(non-Jewish) believers who

have have been grafted in among the
natural branches to share in the

nourishing root.

The Root: Represents the unconditional
covenants, the promises, and the patriarchs
(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob). The rich Jewish

foundation of the falth

T
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/> The Flashing Warning Sign (Rom 11:18):

“Do not boast against the branches... you dn not
support the root, but the root supports you."

Meaning: A direct warning to the Gentile church
against arrogance. If God can graft wild branches
In, He can easily graft the natural Jewish branches
back into their own tree.

The End-Times Mystery (Rom 11:25-26):

The Clock: Israel is experiencing a “partial
hardening” until the fullness of the Gentiles has
come in.

The Promise: Once the non-Jewish world is saved,
“All Israel will be saved.”

Key Takeaway: The tree isn't chopped down and replaced. It is the
| same tree, maintaining distinct identities but one purpose.
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| Core Vision
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Synfhes|s- Two Lenses for Reading the Buble
Fulfillment Theology e | s ‘*
(Supersessionism) Non—Supersessmmsm

i S— -
e

> One Unified People * Two Distinct Peoples

Vi £ Expanded into the Universal The Church is grafted in <
1w 0 Church; ethnic distinctions | alongside Israel; both are loved,
Israel fade in the New Covenant. distinct parts of God’s plan.

Dobbetic National, ethnic Israel has no Ethnic Israel still holds a
¥ ?f distinct theological role in the | starring role and unbreakable 'f
uture final act of history. promises in the end times.
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The Fmal Questlon

Both views claim to uphold the faithfulness of God and honor the
scriptures. The way we answer this question fundamentally alters how we
read the biblical story from Genesis to Revelation.

Call to Reflection: Does the church replace Israel, or are they
two distinct beautifully interwoven parts of a master plan?

Next in the theological sketchbook: A deep dive into Dispensationalism—where :

it came from and why it captured the Evangelical world. 1
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