The Tale of Four Bibles

Why the Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox, and Ethiopian
traditions don’t read the same book.
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Across the world right now, four major Christian
traditions are reading four different Bibles.
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TLI-Q M-Qa SMY'i ng RO d Deciding which texts belonged in the collection

is called canonization, from the Greek word
kanon, meaning a measuring rod or rule.
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1 There was no single pope, no single council, and no single moment where every
Christian agreed on a list. It was a messy, political, centuries-long process
across different geographies.
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The Nicaea Myth
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Fac.t #1: Popularized by
fiction, ma ny believe the
Cuun::il' of Nicaea decided
tlTE biblical canon, In reality, |
Nicaea was called to settle b
debates aboyt the nature of
Jesus Christ—not to pick
the books of the Bible.
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The Protestant Bible (66 Books)
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[nput: Latin traditions
£ = & Catholic practices

95 Theses, (Indulgences).

October 1517,
. Wittenberyg

The Filter: Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone).
Luther rejected papal authority, turning back to
Hebrew texts recognized by Jewish scholars.

e Output: 39 Old Testament + 27 New Testament
= 66 Books

Used by Baptists, Anglicans, Lutherans,
Methodists, Presbyterians, and Evangelicals.
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The Apocrypha

Also doubted: «
Hebrews, Jude,
Revelation.
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her and the Printing Press

{ An epistle of straw |

(conflicted with
salvation bg faith

alone

Fact #2: |
Luther’s protest went viral
because of the printing press.
His ideas spread across Germ-
any in two weeks, and all of |
Europe in two months. The first
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Rewind to
T 382 AD

For the first four centuries, there was no single agreed list. In 382 AD, Pope Damasus
commissioned Jerome, a brilliant scholar who moved to a cave in Bethlehem for 30
years to learn Hebrew and translate the texts.

! The resvlt was the Vulga'l'e»—from the Latin word for “common—the Common F’eopl&'c Biblo._v
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L.l The Council of Trent (Catholic Response) [n The Scholar’s Sketchbook

Deuterocanonical

(Second Canon)
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The Council of Trent (1545-1563)
met to respond to Luther. It declared
L —@— == S | | these 73 books formally canonical.
) Fact #3: The original 161l KJQ James Bible included these extra - Anyone who disagreed was
books! It wasn’t until 1826 that the British and Foreign anathema (cut off from the church).

Bible Society stopped funding their printing, making the 66-book
version the Protestant standard. it SR
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. but variation between regions remains.
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gt This flexibility is a feature, nc_v’r a bug. |

11'1 reflects the Orthodox |:>e,he'.1_c that
the church is a living community,

| not a top-down insfitution.

Used by 300 million people globally.
Unlike Trent, there was no single defining moment.

~ The(Quinisext Council(692 AD) affirmed the texts,
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Fact #4: For 1
- IF . ,000 yea,
4 Cﬁr:f't:an wor/(d Aad‘:ze :A:f:h

Authority: . "‘-‘F;d' added to the Nficene Cfeed)
Multiple Patriarchs. '
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The Ethiopian Bible (81 BOOkS) IH 330 AD. a s,_yﬁ.ﬂ.ﬂ S’ﬂhﬂfﬂf’ Hﬂf‘lﬂ?ﬁ{
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ploanting one of the world’e oldect
continuous Christian traditione.
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4, Preserved in the ancient Semitic language of Ge’ez, the Ethiopian canon develope '
in geographic isolation. Uninfluenced by the political disputes of Rome and

| Constantinople, Ethiopian scholars assembled the largest Bible on earth.
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The Lost Books of Ethiopia___

Not footnotes.
Not apocryphal legends. » il
Considered sacred, B eots v further s o e
authortative word of God. | He sl bpted e Ehopn ol

most of Europe had ever heard the name of Jesus.
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The Master Ledger

. | To’ral old Testament - Foundational | Defining f
Books Count | Moment / Text Characteristic |

. Protestant ' b6 oy Luther / 1517 (Sﬁleiiﬂ'gtg

SRR

Councnl of TrelrnL Included the
Catholic 75 4o / 1545 Deuterocanonicals
Eas’rern | | Quinisext Council Living Community |
Orthodox fo-71| 49-52 : 6‘?2 (Septuagint Base) |
B T _r_ CER Sy
| ¥ Klng Ezana Geographic Isolation |
thloplan 81 46 | 330 AD (Ge'ez Texts)

*Nofa exact OT/NT split varies in classification, focus on the 81 total.
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Gospels, Paul’s
Letters, Acts,
Revelation. 100%
aqreement across
all four traditions.
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The Root of the Divergence
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s traces back to this ancien

Every difference in these Bible

t ten

use the Hebrew texts from Palestine, or the expanded Greek texts from Alexandria?
. Each of these 4 Bibles tells us exactly how our ancestors answered that question.

i,

sion: Should Christians
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