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The Orthodox Boom.

Why is an ancient faith '
suddenly going viral?




Attendance

The T}

1 Case Study: |”
St. Lovis church
grew from 15 to

o T— T | p—

’f THE FLIP;— W___:? 109+1m:mbers in
| Parishes doubling h just 4 years.
tripling in size.
1£rﬁriim2|15EeJ
For a century:
Mostly immigrant families
(Greek, Russian, Middle e
East). Kids drifting away. y
22\ 1in100

Americans are
Orthodox. A |
strikking number /
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Roman Catholic

-—-*‘_

T

.The. one.- most p;oph mﬂr\; West know least about.
Claims to be the original, unbroken church of the Apostles.
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1 The Great
kl Schism
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F"i st 1,000 Years"f >
One UI"'II'FIE.CJI Church
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WhO’S In Charse;_?_ ' Pafrl;;r:&.h T 1‘

HL Cansfanhnoplg_ l

| Honored as “first '
| among equals,” |
but cannot give

I
orders to |
Y the resd' |

The West: Smgle Pope at the tfop. The East: Self-Governing Churches

(Greek, Russian, Serbian, Antiochian...)
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A Courfraom

Humanity sinned.

' ; Jesus paid the penalty.

Believers are forgiven.

A specific moment
of salvation.

ﬂTwo Views of Salva‘l’ion
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A Hospital / Staircase

Humanity is broken.
| Jesus restores the relationship.
Believers are transformed.

A lifelong process of
growing closer to God.
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The Ultimate Goal: “Theosus \

Theosis !Delﬁcahon) Belng changed
| by God, little by little, your whole life.

Becoming partakers of the divine
nature (2 Peter 1:4).

|

7. { God became
so that man might |
become god.

(Athanasius, Early Church Father)

“*Does NOT mean I:r‘;;:oming God by nature. Means SHﬁring-in God’s life and réﬁecting Christ.



Ancient, Physical Worshi
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Candles and Icons
(Painted images of Christ & Saints)

h- =

ong services,
mostly standing

Vocal Chanting
(No worship bands,

no instruments)

The Goal: Not entertainment, but joining 1‘heorship "
_already taking place in heaven (Hebrews 12:22-24).
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The Misunderstood Icon

Orthodox Christians
do NOT worship icons.

he Wood & Paint
= Not worshipped.

- O o T O am N O S O N T S O .

The Spiritual Reality =

What the worshipper is
actually connecting with.

Viewed as teaching tools and visual reminders, like a window looking into heaven.
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The Push — Qfg\
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'oﬁcal Continuity
- Exhausted by (Connected to the early church).
constant change. A - Beauty & Sacred Worship.

- Tired of endless

- Mystery (R for what
theological debates. ) er?f( st il

exceeds human understanding,

not just reducing faith to
infoi

- . - Deep Community (Shared
fasting, feasts).

e
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The Pushback

(P ro’res’ran’r) _ (Orthodox)

Scripture and tradition belong
together, they don't compete.

- You place too much
empha5|s on ’rradlhonl_

(Caholic) /ﬂ (Orthodox)

_ You "E’JECJr the Pope’s Leadership should be through councils
of bishops, not one universal ruler.

supremacy'

(Orfhodox

" Your worshlp s o0

\ d,fflcun- and unfamlhar _ Anaenf worship requires ﬁa’rlence,

like learning a new culture
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The Shared DNA

Catholic

- The Trinity

- Deity of Christ &
Bodily Resurrection

- Authority of Scripture

- Reality of Sin & Need
for Salvation

- Final Judgment &
Eternal Life

4 ;
: “I am the way, and the truth, and !
! the Iife ” —Jesus (John 14; 6) ‘i

. S ey g et T o

Protestant -

At the center is the exact same Jesus.
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It’s an ancient anchor dropped In a
chaotic modern sea.

Whether it provides answers or raises new questions, its
sacred mystery is capturing a generation looking for stability.

Have you ever |
attended an

Orthodox service?

{ | Drop your thoughts

in the comments
| ©2026 @TheFaithfulSketches
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