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One Scripture, Two Radically Different Conclusions

God chose you. _ You chose God.
(Predestination) (Free Will)

For 2,000 years, this debate has sparked reformations
and divided denominations. The goal is not to declare a 2
winner, but to build understanding. Both sides use the <
exact same Bible to prove completely opposite points.
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The real question isn't whether God has a
plan or humans make choices. It's how
these two truths work together.

Absolute : Eree Wil Absolute
Predestination John Calvin i Free Will
: Even the father of
(Humans have zero choice) Eormetiiaoicoy SO (God has zero plan)
acknowledged advocates admit God
‘humans make real IS sovereign over all

choices. things.
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The Case for Predestination

Definition: The belief that God, before the
foundation of the world, actively selected certain
individuals for salvation. This is not just

Fr e e
: foreknowledge—it is active determination.

Core Premise: Dead in Sin
Romans 3:10-11: There is no one righteous...
no one who seeks God.

Ephesians 2:1: Dead in transgressions and sins.

[ If humans are spiritually dead, they cannot choose |
spiritual life unless God first makes them alive.

(John 6:44: No one can come to me unless the
Father... draws them.)
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The Unbreakable Sequence of Romans &

Il Notice the sequence. Everyone God foreknew \‘
makes it completely to glorification. The chain |||
does not depend on human intervention to hold s

\ together (Romans 3: 29—30)

|

1,

Ephesians 1:4-5: For
he chose us in him
before the creation of
the world... This
happened before
humans even existed
to make a choice.
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If salvation depends on human choice, humans .umlt'in{é-tely determine their destiny.
Predestination argues that God alone holds the rights of the Potter,
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The Case for Free Will

Definition: - ’

The belief that humans possess genuine ability to
accept or reject God’s offer of salvation. God extends
grace to all, but each person must freely respond.

.y | Core Premise: The Genvine Invitation

B o B v T e SR . ST .. Ao ™ o ot
e 2 Peter 3:9: The Lord is not wanting anyone to

perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
e 1 Timothy 2:3-4: God wants all people to be saved.

The Greek word for wanting (boulomai) means to purpose
or desire. If God genuinely desires everyone to be saved, how
can active predestination of only a select few be true?
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Divine Desire
Ezekiel 18:23, 32: Do | take
any pleasure in the death of the
wicked?. .. | take no pleasure

in the death of anyone. ..
Repent and live.”
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‘Human Resistance

Matthew 23:37: How often
| have longed to gather
your children together...
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If God'’s will cannot be resisted, what does this N, | R E:‘i " and you were not willing.
. " . . II TN |! 'u
ongoing resistance in scripture actually mean? 15;:\\:: ii:ial Acts 7:51: You always
— > &H\ I__,ii‘ § = : —
Jesus wanted to, but they were not wﬂlmg. ] N lii;;ﬁﬂ, resist the Holy Spirit.
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The Logic of the Biblical Appeal

"~ The Command to Choose i i

Joshua 24:15 - Choose for yourselves this day whom you
will serve.

Why command chorce If cho;ce doesn tex:st?

9 The Call to Reason

Isaiah 1:18 - Come now, let us reason together. ‘ |
Heasomng fmphes genurne persuasron not predetermination. |

The Grrewl' Commission (-——J e N

Matthew 28:19 - Go and make disciples of all nations.
Wh y urgenﬂy preach if conversion is entlrely predetermined?
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The Paradox in Scripture

............

my lips and believe (Acts 15).

. T~ L — 5
Acts 2:23 = — { Acts 13 vs Acts 15
| Jesus's death was by God's - hilippians 2:12-13 All who were appointed for
| deliberate plan and foreknowledge Work out your salvation with - eternal life believed (Acts 13)
(Left Gear) S | fear and trembling (Right Gear) YET God made a choice... that
AND you, with the help of wicked | FOR it is God who works in you the Gentiles might hear from
men, put him fo death (Right Gear). 1] to will and to act (Left Gear).

LA

. Both gears are turning at the same time. The Bible doesn't try to resolve the paradox; it presents both simul’raneuuély. .
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A 2,000-Year Family Tree
| Augusf‘me vs. _Pela

Z/M - Augustine (Incapable without grace) becomes
/4 ~ Orthodox standard. Pelagius (Human effort) rejected.

16th Century ¢

% John Cafwv:_:r % - aga

Systematized double predestination. Pushed back: Prevenient Grace
.l enables free will.

¥

16th Century

cobus Arminius ; &) /%‘

~i'ur. 1.,.

[T’ﬂ-ﬂ Syhﬂd O)c DOI"]" (1613) | l JO"IH W_gs“ey
C> Established TULIP == ===, 2 Cs Methodism
FJnhn Wesley and Calvinist George

Whitefield were theological rivals
but lifelong friends.

Whitefield: / trust we will all meet
in heaven, when we will see that
< we've both been wrong. J
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The Theological Diagnostic Matrix

/*' Predestination Focus

Divine Attribute Absolute Sovereignty & - -
Emphasized S g Love, Desire, & Fairness
View of the § Spiritually dead; requires Disabled but aided by
Human Fall active resurrection Prevenient Grace

Total Assurance; salvation § Evangelistic Urgency; souls
IS entirely God’s work are genuinely at stake
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The Danger of Falling Off the Edge

The Healthy Tenston
We work faithfully, and we trust God fully.

| give my full human
effort while trusting

God completely with
the divine outcome.

Why evangelize or Did | really choose
pray if God has correctly? What
already decided? if | fall away?
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Living with the Mystery

5

onomy 29:29)  The Open Book (Deuteronomy 29:29)
~—— “The secret things belong to the Lord our God.” - “But the things revealed belong tous.” =
Note: The exact mechanics of how divine sovereignty = = =~ Note: Trust God’s sovereignty. )

~and human choice work together is a secret thing. Take responsibility for choices. €

- God is bigger than our systematic theologies. Share the gospel urgently.

| CS Lewi:We are faced witTa_ wholly mysterious difficulty . .. The best | cs;n dois to |
tell you parables which will show you what this difficulty is like. |
| The gospel is not at stake in this debate. Jesusidied for &
sinners. Faith in'Him saves: That is the revealed truth. |
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