The Great Schism of 1054 did not happen overnight. It was the tragic, inevitable divorce of two partners who
slowly stopped speaking the same language, trusting the same leaders, or imagining God in the same way.
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The Structural Crack: Two Capitals, Two Realities
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\ fiercely powerful.
After the Western Empire 7  The Patriarch
fell in 476 AD, the Pope often ﬂpemre:f under the
ctood entirely alone as the Emperor'c chadow—
cole political and cpiritual a dynamic known ag

authority in the [Wect. Caecaropapicm.

Rome 68— Constantinople

(Capital moved by Constantine in the 4th century)
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The Clash of Authority: Pyramid vs. Pentarchy

The West: Single Arbiter ~  « The East: Collegiality

Rome claims uniquew

authority as the

successor of St.
Peter (based on the

Gospel of

Matthew: “On this
rock | will build my
church”). Rome vie-
ws itself as the final

arbiter of faith.

>

As the “New Rome,” the

::\' 4 Patriarch a-f
' /C«onﬁ’ran’ri nople sees himself
~ ag “First Among. Equals"—but
N> never under the Pope’s

abcolvte LjIl.lllv'i';.:ﬁ.‘:;l'icnl|.

The East
operates on
2 collegiality among
@il five major sees: Rome,
il Constantinople,
Alexandria,
Antioch, and
Jerusalem.
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- Context Box (West) Oﬂgmal thcenehﬁreef
' | Added by the 6th-century The Father Is the sole
| Spanish church to fight | Solies aldinte
heresy by emphasizing
the Son's equality. Offinity. | | o

Officially adopted by Rome
| in the early 11th century
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Furious! Theologically wrong & __
(confuses the Trinity) and
\ - ¥ illegally done (Rome changed o
"=, anecumenical creed without &

#  an ecumenical council).
/  Tradition vs. Innovation.
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Rehearsing for the Break: A Legacy of Mistrust
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Eastern Emperors S
banned religious icons. —
Popes in Rome fiercely A bitter power struggle
defended them. F'-:fr the Patriarchate
edt L
Even though the East fxca:::n;fﬁanf
eventually restored It was eventyall ‘
icons, it pro ‘;;'d ti'e mended, but S'Ef{:t
P,_-;PE was willing Lo d'ﬂﬂg?ﬂfﬂm“ precedent:
openly defy the {_—’;'a;'tern U exconUn o
Emperor on major a< a political weapon.
iccues.
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- The Betrayal: Rome Looks North (800 AD) |
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), o~ Pope Leo Ill crowns the |
9@ S  Frankish King Charlemagne |
as “Holy Roman Emperor.” |1

e ———— e

The East already had a Roman Emperor. By recoghizing a “rival barbarian power,” Rome signaled its
political loyalties were shifting permanently away from the Byzantine East and toward Northern Europe.
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In retaliation, proud and stubborn Patriarch
Michael Cerularius closes Latin-rite
Norman invaders impose Latin rites on | churches in Constantinople, furiously
Byzantine churches in Italy. The Byzantines | condemning their use of unleavened
complain bitterly to Pope Leo IX. “ bread for communion.

N

Pope Leo IX sends a delegation to Constantinople to negotiate.

(_Itis Ied by the fiery, uncompromising Cardinal Humbert. It is a dlsaster /C='—'
N - g
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of the Greeks”
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Technically, Pope Leo IX had just died, making

Humbert's authority legally guestionable. But the
< damage was done. The mutual excommunications

esa— marked the formal, irrevocable break.
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The Point of Fracture: July 16, 1054

I\ 1_ Condemns the East for Responds in kind, ™
;. rejecting the Filioque, 27 & officially excommunicating
: allowing priests to \ Humbert and hic
marry, and the ‘errors delegation.
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Sealed in Blood: The Fourth Crusade (1204)

._ll

e —

—

At first, everyday people barely J = |
ﬂ noticed the 1054 schism.

| But in 1204, events poured
J o e cement into the crack. 4
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],

st, this proved the West
was not just in error, but barbaric and faithless.
The schism was now permanent.
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Synthe3|s A Perfect Storm of Schlsm

Northern Europe
vs. the Byzantine

and opposing

philosophical
mindsets (Latin
vs. Greek). /

Empire's struggle
to maintain
Eastern

' B on authurlty(Pupe Vs.
F-"e ntarchy) and doctrine
. (The Fff.'uqueJ 4

£

— e — — E— — — — e

through a complex web of falth, power, and human falllng. DL e
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1965: An Unhealed Wound, A Historic Gesture

| @ #
| In 1965, Pope Paul
VI and Patriarch
Athenagoras | took
a profound step,
mutually lifting the

excommunications
of 1054.

of reconciliation.

B oo ol
However, full communion has not been restored. The Great Schism remains one of the most
significant splits in religious history—a reminder that historic divides, built over centuries,

i cannot be undone overnight. The fault line still shapes the face of Christianity today.
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