Mapping the Waters

A visual investigation info what the Bible actually
teaches about Infant and Believer’s Baptism.

Let's examine the
evidence fogether...
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The starting point: What is baptism?
Inward Reality Outward Act
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(Faith, Repentance, Discipleship) (Public Declaration of belonging to Christ)

Baptism does not save a person. Rather, it publicly
proclaims that a person belongs to Christ.

Why does this matter? Because baptism was commanded by Christ Himself. If God commands it
for infants, we should practice it. If not, no tradition can add to Scripture. ¢ ,)54 @rieraithfuisietches




Two paths taken by sincere Christians

Practiced by: Many Roman \( ' Practiced by: Baptists and
Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, ‘. } il many evangelical churches.
Lutherans, Anglicans, Methodists, | /

B il i i | Core Idea: Reserve baptism for
Core Idea: Baptize infants shortly | | \ ' those old enough to personally
after birth. \ ’ /  confess faith.

e

Both groups believe in Jesus, love the Bible, and
desire to obey God. Both appeal to Scripture. AR T



The fundamental divide is about who baptism is designed for

Infant Baptism Believer’s Baptism |
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Pri-lr-l?aer - The Covenant Sign The Explicit Pattern
Biblica){ (Continuity with the | (New Testament examples
Focus Old Testament) | of personal faith)

Timing \ Precedes personal faith | Follows personal faith
of the (administered to |  (administered after
Ordinance children of believers) | repentance and belief)
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Clue #1: Christ commanded the baptism of disciples
Source: Matthew 28:19-20 (The Great Commission)

Make Disciples Baptize'Them Teach Them

PR a2 to Obey

\\ Discipleship involves learning,
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ing, and responding.
fgﬂll;;”ﬂ:rtgers of believer's bagﬂs:u
| argue an infant cannot yet fe
| disciple in this sense, ;;u:uﬁf npt%
I\ toward baptism following Taith.
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Clue #2: The consistent pattern throughout Acts
The Pattern The Evidence Checklist

E/ Day of Pentecost: “Those who received
" his word were baptized” (Acts 2:41)

[o7( Samaria: "When they believed... they
E/ were baptized” (Acts 8:12)

The Ethiopian eunuch: Believed
before baptism

Saul: Believed before baptism

'~ Cornelius, Lydia, & the Jailer:
_f@/ Believed before baptism

| The text specn‘lcally Identifies people who responded to the gospel. Infants are not mentloned in these accounts.
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Clue #3: What does the water symbolize?
\ G

“We were buried
therefore with him by
_~ baptism into death... -

that we too might walk in #

newness of life.” |
(Romans 6:4) f  Resurrection &

/ " J  Newness of life

Death to sin &
Burial with Christ

of an inward transformation, supporters of

|  believer’s baptism argue these realities belong
< only to those who have personally trusted Christ.




Clue #4: The Circumcision Connection

- Baptism replaces
circumcision as the new
covenant sign.

- Children of believers
should therefore receive it.

- Infant boys received \ % 0
circumcision as the covenant sign. ¥

- “He who is eight days old ”-‘-.“\3\-_
among Yyou shall be AW
circumcised.” (Genesis 17:12)

This arguent forms the foundation ofmany churches’ practi. Disagreement
begins over whether the New Testament explicitly makes this exact connection.
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Clue #5: The Household Mystery

Several passages mention entire households being baptized (Lydia,
nts?

Infant View: Sees
the phrase “entire
household” and

concludes infants must
have been naturally
included in the family

unit. /

/

Philippian jailer, Stephanas). Do they include infa

Conclusion: Neither side

can conclusively prove
exactly who was present

in these huusehnlds

@;;er’s View: Emm

the surrounding verses:

“spoke the word of the
Lord to him and to all
who were in his house”
(Acts 16:32) and
“rejoiced... that he had
believed” (Acts 16:34).

old

Concludes members were

enough to hear and
respond.
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The deepest divide: Physical Birth vs. Spiritual Birth

The Old Covenant The New Covenant
2 a9
e 5y M 3 ke
=)\ - Entered through Spiritual Rebirth.
- Entered through Physical Birth. - “Unless one is born again he cannot

the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3
- A child born into Israel automatically —sf'l?heyesh:::]l? aTImk:ow :; . ;ro?nn’rh A I)e .

belonged to the covenant nation. of them to the greatest.” (Jeremiah 31:34)




Synthesis: Gathering the case for Infant Baptism

Visible Community &/
(A sign that children
belong within the covenant
community and should be
raised as disciples).

y Covenant Continuity

24 (0ld Testament circumcision
transitions to New
Testament baptism).

Practice
Infant |
\ Baptism?

Historical Precedent 3 "

(Nearly 2,000 years of )%
church history and tradition). &2

Household Baptisms
(Accounts in Acts suggest
family solidarity).

Christians who practice this are not ignoring Scripture; they believe
they are following biblical principles of covenant logic.
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Synthesis: Gathering the case for Believer’s Baptism

oL
New Covenant Reality ~/ "\~ ‘/ Explicit Pattern
(Emphasizes personal “\l[/™ [ l (Every clear New Testament
knowledge of God and . example follows personal

spiritual rebirth over faith).

physical descent).

W Why

Reject
Infant
\ Baptism?_

Silence of Scripture

(No direct command for, or
description of, an infant
being baptized).

Nature of the Symbol
(Baptism represents (") “
repentance, death to sin,
and personal confession).
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A shared foundation: A Biblical view of children

Infant Jesus welcomed and loved Believer’s
Baptism; children as examples of faith. Baptism:
Administer - “Children are a heritage from Wait for credible
sign 3 rly. - Parents must diligently teach of faith.

the gospel from early years.

- Parents must pray forand  /
_ model faith to their kids. /

E Rejecting infant ba;tfsm does not mean diminishing the value of children. l
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The Final Blueprint

Christians have debated the nuances for
centuries, yet when we examine the New
Testament, one undeniable

pattern appears repeatedly:

S0 2
S\
WM/

éﬁ 4. Be baptized.

AT .
ﬁ// Confess H|m it
/J . _ Whatever position we
| |Jllb|IC|y. ultimately hold, every
Christian should desire
the same thing: not
2. Believe in ChI‘ISt . merely to follow tradition,
{/ GAHTIHI. A but to follow the Word of

él 1. Hear the gospel. @ God wherever it leads.
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